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Molyneux's reply was a model of dignified reproof,
with a touch of scorn. "Sir/* he wrote back on
the 1st of July, " I have received a letter from you
which, as it is the first, so it is the sharpest that I
ever received from any; and therefore it amazeth
me to receive such a one from you, since I have (the
world can judge) deserved better somewhere, how-
soever it pleased you to condemn me now. But since
it is (I protest to God) without cause, or yet just
ground for suspicion, you use me thus, I bear the
injury more patiently for a time, and mine innocency
I hope in the end shall try my honesty, and then I
trust you will confess that you have done me wrong.
And since your pleasure so is expressed, that I shall
not henceforth read any of your letters (although I
must confess I have heretofore taken both great
delight and profit in reading some of them), yet, upon
so hard a condition as you seem to offer, I will not
hereafter adventure so great a peril, but obey you
herein. Howbeit, if it had pleased you, you might
have commanded me in a far greater matter with a
far less penalty. Yours, when it shall please you
better to conceive of me, humbly to command."

Let us hope that Philip made prompt and suitable
apology. He afterwards asked and obtained many
favours from his father's honest secretary, and, when
he died, Molyneux was one of the first to applaud
in print his virtues.*

Meanwhile Molyneux came to London in Septem-
ber to explain Sir Henry's business to the Queen

* The charming little memoirs of Sir Philip Sidney and of both
his parents printed in " Holinshed " are attributed to Molyneux.